
SANDSTONE STUDENT 
& PARENT

SANDSTONE ELENTARY’S MISSION STATEMENT
We will create high levels of learning for all students by 

providing tools for success through high expectations and 
increasing learning capabilities.



SANDSTONE STUDENT & PARENT
Handbook

850 North 2450 East                          

St. George, Utah 84790             

Phone: (435) 674-6460                  

Fax: (435) 674-6463

Website: https://snds.washk12.org/

Dear parents and students,

At Sandstone  Elementary we are committed to doing all that 
we can do to help each of our students have a safe, friendly place 
where they can learn and grow towards becoming productive, 
caring citizens of  this great country. We have an excellent faculty 
and staff. Our parents are active and supportive. The  students 
are well behaved and excited to learn. This handbook is to help 
everyone to understand better the policies and procedures that 
we follow at Sandstone Elementary. 

Melissa Dietzel

Principal 

School Rules

1. Be Responsible

2. Be Respectful

3. Be Safe
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SCHEDULES & IMPORTANT DATES

IMPORTANT DATES
August 11 First day of school 1st-5th grade

August 15-19 Diagnostic testing- EARLY RELEASE 12:00

August 22 First Day of Kindergarten

September 5 Labor Day- NO SCHOOL

September 8-9 Parents in Education Night (PIE NIGHT)

September 12 Picture Day

October 13-14 Fall Break- NO SCHOOL

November 14-18 SEP Conferences -(early out)

December 22-January 4 Christmas Break- NO SCHOOL

January 16 Human Rights Day- NO SCHOOL

February 17 Teacher Preparation Day- NO SCHOOL

February 20 President’s Day- NO SCHOOL

March 13-20 Spring Break - NO SCHOOL

April 7-10 Spring Recess- NO SCHOOL

May 1-5 Teacher appreciation week

May 25 Last day of school

BELL SCHEDULE

Monday-Thursday
First bell rings 8:55- Class begins 9:00

Dismissal Bell rings 3:30

Friday
First bell rings 8:55- Class begins 9:00

Dismissal bell rings 12:00

Sandstone Elementary  Student Handbook                                                                                       2



TIPS FOR PARENTS
We Can’t Do It Without You!

Involving parents in the education of their children is not just important, it is crucial.

Our goal is to provide a positive, supportive environment and pursue 

creative learning, supported by parents and the community. 

WE CAN DO THIS TOGETHER.

YOU CAN

★ Schedule and attend PIE night and SEP conferences.

★ Take the time to meet with teachers as they hold special events or meetings.

★ Make every effort to have your children here on time and in attendance daily. 

Also encourage your child to eat breakfast and get enough sleep at night.

★ Volunteer as often as possible.

★ Present ideas and concerns to your teacher, Principal, Community Council, or 

PTA board.

★ Practice and review schoolwork at home each 

night. 

★ Read each night with your child.

“Education is the 

most powerful weapon 

which you can use

to change the world.”

Nelson Mandela
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GENERAL GUIDELINES
● Students should not arrive before 8:40 a.m. Breakfast will be served at 8:40 a.m. 
● This is a closed campus. Students should not be leaving school grounds for lunch unless  

special arrangements have been made with the school. 
● Leave toys at home. Problems arise when they are brought to school. This is a learning  

environment - toys disrupt and cause only problems. 
● Motorized scooters and shoes with hidden wheels are not allowed at school.  
● Bicycles and scooters should be walked on and off campus and walked across crosswalks.  

Bikes should be locked here at school. Remember that helmets help save lives. 
● We ask that all parents and visitors please check into the office when visiting. Also, when  

picking children up prior to school being out, please come to the office and sign them out –
please do not go directly to their class. If older siblings are sent to pick up students 
during school, we need to hear from parents prior to them being picked up.

● Treat others with respect. Never fight to resolve problems. Talk it out. If that doesn't 
help, get an adult. Those who engage in fighting will be removed from the school. 

Safety Guidelines for coming and going to school (for students and parents) 
● Students should stay on sidewalks and crossroads only at intersections. Remember to  

look both ways before crossing. Where available, students should use the intersections  
with crossing guards. If crossing guards are unavailable, students should use crosswalks. 

● Students should have a planned route to and from school that is discussed with 
parents.  They should also have a planned alternative route in case of emergencies. Please 
review  these with your children. 

● Parents, please set the example. Please use the crosswalks instead of walking in front of  
or behind cars when walking through the parking lot. Please do not drive past the "Do  
not enter" signs. Park where your child can get to the car without crossing traffic. It is  
very congested in the front circle drive. Please do not leave cars unattended while at the  
curb of the school loading zone. Traffic flows smoothly if you will pull up at the curb to  
pick up while allowing through traffic to pass. Please do not double park in the front of  
our school – it is dangerous to our students. Also, we ask that you do not park or drive  
through where the busses are parked. This area is only for busses.

● We do practice Emergency Drills on a regular basis. They include Fire drills,  Lockdowns, 
Earthquake Drills, and Shelter in Place Drills. If you have  questions regarding this, please 
visit with the building administrator or teacher. 

Absence and Illness
● Please be sure the emergency number where parents can be contacted for any 

emergency is updated and accurate.
● No child will be released from school without parent or guardian permission, ID  will be 

required to check a student out of school.
● Please plan your vacations, dental, and doctor appointments at times which will not 

conflict with your child’s education.
● Excessive absences will result in possible referral to court for educational neglect and/or 

truancy referral.

GENERAL POLICIES & PROCEDURES
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Medication
● Each school has designated at least one staff member to be responsible for the safe 

keeping and administration of all medications. In our school this is the secretary. Our 
secretary keeps a record of each administration and stores the medication.

● Medications may only be administered to a student if an authorization form for 
dispensing medication is filled out by the parent and the physician. This is available in the 
school office. 

● All medications need to be in a pharmacy, or a physician labeled container. 
● School employees are not allowed to give out aspirin. In the event of an injury at school 

parents will be notified. 

Lost and Found

● All lost items will be placed in “lost and found” in the front entryway. Small items will be 

turned in to the front office. If your child has lost an item check with the school as soon 

as possible.  Students will be able to check lost and found as needed. 

School Breakfast and Lunch
● The federal government participated in the purchase of meals when the 

declared family income falls below  a certain level. The website to apply for Free 
or Reduced lunch is: https://washk12.org/food-service/free-and-reduced School 
lunch status is confidential and there is  no indication on a student meal ticket 
status.  

● School breakfast is served daily and starts at 8:40 am. Breakfast is $1.75, 
reduced breakfast is $0.30. If  your child qualifies for free or reduced lunch 
they will qualify for free or reduced breakfast. 

● Lunch is served daily. School prices are $2.25, $0.40 for reduced lunch and $4.00
for visiting children or adults. Lunch and breakfast money can be paid in the
morning. You may choose to pay a week or a month in advance which is
appropriate also. Please have your child bring his/her money to the office and
include the student's name on your check. When sending cash, please put it in
an envelope with your child's name on it.

● Milk can be purchased separately. Milk is $0.50 a carton. Even students who 
qualify for free and reduced  lunch must pay $0.50 a carton when they bring a 
lunch from home. 

● It is the responsibility of the parent to keep track of their child's lunch 
account. This can be accessed on Powerschool.  Automated phone calls are  
sent home as reminders.

Treats at School                                                                                                      
At times parents want to bring treats for special occasions such as birthdays 
or holidays throughout the year. We ask that you abide by the following 
district and state policy below.

GENERAL POLICIES & PROCEDURES
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3.1. Examples of food suitable for classroom treats: 

3.1.1. Any commercially prepared non-hazardous food such as cookies, cupcakes, candy, or nuts 
in sealed packages. Commercially prepared kitchens are inspected on a regular basis by trained 
food inspectors and are much less likely to experience food contamination. 

3.1.2. Popcorn, fruits, and vegetables. Of course, the fruits and vegetables should be washed 
before they are eaten, peeled, or scraped, where appropriate, such as oranges and carrots.

3.3. Not acceptable are any items that have been prepared, cooked or packaged in a private 
home or residence. A recent report from the Centers for Disease Control revealed that a 
significant percentage of foodborne disease outbreaks were traced back to food that had 
been prepared in the home.

Sandstone Positives

● Teacher recognition in class

● P200 postcard sent home

● Victory assembly

● Bucket filler recognition

● Grade level accomplishments and recognition

We want all our students to feel appreciated. It is our goal and desire that students will find 

the greatest reward of self-recognition in doing what is expected and doing their best work.

Inside Manners 
● Walk and use quiet voices in the building at all times. 
● During recess, students should not be in the building for any other reason unless with a 

teacher. 

Assemblies 
● Sit flat on the floor. 
● Use good manners - quiet, attentive, clapping when appropriate (no booing, 

hollering, whistling). 
● Ask only relevant questions when called upon by the person directing the 

assembly. 
● Entering and leaving the assembly will be done in an orderly manner.
● The person in charge of the  assembly will direct the dismissal. 

GENERAL POLICIES & PROCEDURES
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Lunchroom
● Walk quietly to and from the lunchroom. 
● Use quiet voices in the lunchroom. 
● No sharing food. 
● Eat politely and throw away all trash and uneaten food. 
● Do not take food out of the lunchroom. 

Outside 
● Play in designated areas. Soccer, football and kick ball on the grass or playing 

fields, four square  and basketball on the black top.  
● Play in supervised areas. Students should not play in front of the school, 

near the dumpsters, the  custodial shed, or within 20 feet of the portables. 
● No tackle games are allowed. Children should not “piggy back” on another

child. No tumbling, no building pyramids, or other such games. Children should
move counter clockwise on the big toy. Chasing games should be played on
the big field.

● However, bouncing basketballs or soccer balls  or kicking any balls against the 
walls is not allowed.  

● The track should be used properly.  Pass others  carefully. 
● Trees are for beauty and shade. They are not for climbing, carving or swinging on. 

Cell phone, Electronic Devices 
● Students may not use cell phones or other electronic devices during the 

school day. This includes  recess.  
● On first offense, the student will be reminded of the policy. 
● On second offense, the student will visit with the school principal 

Play Equipment 
● Students who do not return equipment or use it  improperly will lose 

the privilege of checking out equipment. 
● Please put names on  personal items. 
● The use of wood or metal baseball bats is prohibited. Only “safety” baseballs 

or softballs are  allowed. No hard balls such as baseball and golf balls are to 
be brought to school.

● Balls are to be kept off the roof, building, windows and doors. NO WALL BALL

Lunch Workers 
● Students in 4th and 5th grade participate in helping in the lunchroom. When they 

participate, they receive a  free lunch. We appreciate their help. It is a learning 
opportunity for them as well. Teachers select students  who are caught up 
with their work and have excellent citizenship. 

GENERAL POLICIES & PROCEDURES

Sandstone Elementary  Student Handbook                                                                                       7



Library Policy 
● Any library books, which are damaged or lost, must be paid for before 

students are allowed to check any  more books out. All library books should 
be returned to the library before students check out of school. 

Kindergarten information 
• To be eligible to enter Kindergarten, a child must be five years of age on or before 

September 1st of the  year in which admission is being requested. Also, Utah law requires 
evidence that a child's immunization  record is current and complete. No child will be allowed 
to register without proof of immunization. For  details on what is required for 
immunization, please visit with one of the secretaries. 

Elementary School Counselor 
● The counselors on the elementary level serve in many capacities in the school. 

They provide school-wide  support for various programs, such as: parenting, 
violence prevention, character education, schools-to career, academics, and 
behavior management.  

● The counselor is a problem solver for students, teachers, parents and 
administrators. They will work with  students one-on-one, in small groups, or in 
the classroom to develop social skills, study skills, coping skills,  self-
management skills, etc... 

● The goal of the counseling program is to provide a positive outlook for each 
child and reduce or eliminate  any personal concerns that may distract or 
slow down the learning process of the student. Our counselor is  assigned to 
work in our school 5 days a week. 

Special Education Services 
● We have available special support services for students who have physical, 

medical, emotional/behavioral,  and learning challenges. A speech-language 
pathologist works with speech, language, and hearing needs.  A physical 
therapist, an occupational therapist, hearing specialist and a vision specialist 
are available to  consult with our special education staff. 

● We have a resource program where certified teachers track special 
education students in the regular  classroom and give support when 
necessary. They will also pull students into their own classroom for  
individual and small group instruction. 

● Each qualifying student has an Individual Education Plan (IEP) that is 
developed by the parent, student,  teacher, administrator, and support 
staff. Students with more severe disabilities receive more support  services. 

Internet Access  
For your information, we have a web site at http://snds.washk12.org 
We have great information and links on our site. We invite you to check them out. 
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Student Dress Code
Students who attend the schools of Washington County School District are expected to come 
to school dressed and groomed appropriately for a learning environment and show respect for 
others by supporting the following dress and grooming standards.  These standards are 
intended to ensure that every school in the Washington County School District will be a safe 
place for each student to learn, free from physical or moral threats and free from 
intimidation by others, to include gangs and gang appearance.

3.1. Dress and Grooming standards:

3.1.1. The attire (apparel) and grooming of all students should be neat, clean and safe. 

3.1.2. Students have the responsibility to avoid apparel that causes a distraction or disruption, 
interrupting school decorum and adversely affecting the educational process.  Students must 
also avoid apparel that is offensive, represents a risk, or threatens student safety.

3.1.2.1.  Printed apparel is acceptable only if it is in good taste.  Any apparel displaying profanity, 
suggestive slogans, pictures or graphics, or promoting substances illegal for consumption by a 
minor, will not be allowed.

3.1.2.2.  Clothes that are mutilated or immodest are not appropriate school wear. Dresses, 
shorts, skirts, shirts, and blouses should be modest in length and not revealing.  (Tank tops, 
tube tops and garments that reveal undergarments may be considered revealing).

3.1.2.3.  Hats are not to be worn in school buildings during regular school hours.

3.1.2.4.  Any apparel approved for school wear should be worn in accompaniment with 
appropriate undergarments.

3.1.2.5.  Footwear must be worn and should be safe and hygienic.  Shoes, boots and sandals are 
considered suitable footwear.

3.1.2.6.  Clothing attachments or accessories which could be considered weapons are not allowed.

3.1.2.7.  Students have a responsibility to cooperate fully with clothing standards required for 
special classes (such as shop, home economics, laboratories, physical education) and special 
school activities.

GENERAL POLICIES & PROCEDURES
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3.1.3.  Extremes in body piercings, hair styles and hair colors may be considered a distraction 
or disruption.

3.1.4.  Gang behavior, apparel or grooming is not appropriate at school.  (Reference Safe 
Schools Policy 2110)

3.1.4.1.  As gang grooming styles and clothing continually evolve and change, the following 
prohibited items that have commonly denoted gang membership or affiliation are only 
representative of prohibited clothing.  Additional grooming styles and apparel may be 
considered gang-affiliated, as identified in consultation with school officials and law 
enforcement authorities.  Bandannas or any article of clothing or accessory bearing gang 
symbols, names, initials, insignia, or style of dress that indicates gang affiliation will not be 
allowed.

3.2.  Consequences for violation of the Student Dress and Grooming Policy

3.2.1.  A student in violation of the "Student Dress and Grooming Policy" may be sent home to 
make the changes necessary to be in compliance with policy.  The student may return as soon 
as the required changes are made.

3.2.2.  Students who dress or groom in a manner that demonstrates gang affiliation may be 
subject to suspension and/or expulsion.

3.2.3.  Suspension from school may occur for continued disregard for the Student Dress and 
Grooming Policy.

3.3.  Every school is to include the Student Dress and Grooming Policy in their student 
handbooks.

3.4.  School employees are held to the same dress and grooming standards as the students.

Washington County School  District Safe School's Policy 
3.2. Grounds For Suspension And Expulsion: 

3.2.1. A student may be suspended or expelled from school for any of the following reasons: 
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3.2.1.1. Frequent or flagrant willful disobedience, defiance of proper authority or 
\disruptive behavior; including the use of  foul, profane, vulgar, or abusive language. 

3.2.1.2. Willful destruction or defacing of school property; 

3.2.1.3. Behavior or threatened behavior which poses an immediate and significant 
threat to the welfare, safety, or morals  of other students or school personnel
or to the operation of the school, including bullying, emotional, physical or sexual  
harassment (see policy 1425 on sexual harassment); (10-12-99) 

3.2.1.4. Possession or use of pornographic material on school property. (H.B. 100- 4-30-07) 

3.2.1.5. Possession, control, or use of an alcoholic beverage as defined in 
Section 32A-1-105 of the Utah Code; 3.2.1.6. Possession, control, or use of 
tobacco; 
3.2.1.7. Behavior described in Section 3.2.2 which threatens harm or does harm to 
the school or school property, to a  person associated with the school, or 
property associated with any such person, regardless of where it occurs. 

3.2.1.8. Because of identification and association with gangs, the following will not be
permitted on school campuses or at school activities: bandannas or any article of
clothing bearing gang symbols, names, initials, insignia, or anything else that signals
gang affiliation.

3.2.1.9. When a school official determines that time is needed to establish further 
facts of an act or series of acts of  disobedience and misconduct disruptive to 
the learning process which may lead to suspension or expulsion from school. 

3.2.2. A student shall be suspended or expelled from school for any of the following reasons: 

3.2.2.1. Any serious violation affecting another student or staff member, or any serious 
violation occurring during school  hours, including lunch/break time, in a school building, in or on 
school property, or in conjunction with any school activity,  including: 

3.2.2.1.1. Possession, control, or actual or threatened use of a real weapon, explosive, or noxious 
or flammable material;  

3.2.2.1.2. The actual or threatened use of a look alike weapon with intent to 
intimidate another person or to disrupt normal  school activities; 
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3.2.2.1.3. The sale, control, or distribution of a drug or controlled substance as defined in 
Section 58-37-2; 3.2.2.1.4. The sale, control, or distribution of an imitation controlled 
substance as defined in Section 58-37b-2; 3.2.2.1.5. The sale, control, or distribution of drug 
paraphernalia as defined in Section 58-37a-3. 

3.2.2.2. The commission of an act involving the use of force or threatened force which if 
committed by an adult would be a  felony or class A misdemeanor. 

3.2.2.3. A student who commits a violation of section 3.2.2 above involving a real or look alike 
weapon, explosive, or  flammable material shall be expelled from school for a period of not less 
than one year.

WCSD District Policy 3260 - Rights of Privacy
District FERPA Notification 

Washington County School District 
IMPORTANT STUDENT AND PARENT RIGHTS 

FERPA NOTIFICATION 
The Family Educational Rights and Privacy Act (FERPA) and District Policy 3260 affords 
parents and  students over 18 years of age ("eligible students") certain rights with respect 
to the student's education  records. These rights are: 
1) The right to inspect and review the student's education records within 45 days of the day 
the School  receives a request for access. Parents or eligible students should submit to the 
School principal or assistant  principal a written request that identifies the record(s) they 
wish to inspect. The School official will make  arrangements for access and notify the parent 
or eligible student of the time and place where the records  may be inspected. 

2) The right to request the amendment of the student's education records that the parent 
or eligible student  believes is inaccurate or misleading. Parents or eligible students may ask the 
School to amend a record that  they believe is inaccurate or misleading. Such requests should 
be in writing and addressed to the school  principal or assistant principal. It must clearly 
identify the part of the record they want changed and specify  why it is inaccurate or 
misleading. If the School decides not to amend the record as requested by the parent  or 
eligible student, the School will notify the parent or eligible student of the decision and advise 
them of  their right to a hearing regarding the request for amendment. Additional information 
regarding the hearing  procedures will be provided to the parent or eligible student when 
notified of the right to a hearing. 3) The right to consent to disclosures of personally 
identifiable information contained in the student's  education records, except to the extent 
that FERPA authorizes disclosure without consent. The following  information my be disclosed 
without consent: 
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a) Directory Information: The following information is designated as student Directory 
Information:  Student’s name, address (to include internet address), phone number, date of 
birth, grade level,  extracurricular participation, awards or honors, photograph, video or 
digital images, height and weight (if a  member of an athletic team), previous school 
attended, dates of attendance, and parent’s name. “Directory  Information” may be 
disclosed without prior written consent. The District will also routinely disclose  names, 
addresses, and telephone numbers to military recruiters. 
Parents or eligible students will have two weeks from the beginning of the school year or 
date a student enrolls to advise the school district, in writing, of any and all items they 
refuse to permit the district to designate as directory information for the balance of 
the school year. 

b) School Officials: School officials with legitimate educational interests may also have 
access to records.  A school official is a person employed by the School as an administrator, 
supervisor, instructor, or support staff member such as a bus driver (including health or 
medical staff and law enforcement unit personnel); a person serving on the School Board; a 
person or company with whom the School has contracted to perform a special task (such 
as an attorney, auditor, medical consultant, or therapist); or a parent or student serving on 
an official committee, such as a disciplinary or grievance committee, or assisting another 
school official in performing his or her tasks. A school official has a legitimate educational 
interest if the official needs to 
review an education record in order to fulfill his or her professional responsibility. c) Other 
Schools: The School may disclose education records without consent to officials of another 
school district in which a student seeks or intends to enroll. 

4) The right to file a complaint with the U.S. Department of Education concerning alleged
failures by the School to comply with the requirements of FERPA. The name and address
of the Office that administers FERPA are:
Family Policy Compliance Office 
U.S. Department of Education 
400 Maryland Avenue, SW Washington, DC 20202-4605 

© Copyright 2004-2013 - All Policies and Procedures Content 
1.10.3
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➢ Emergency Assistance 911 

➢ Dixie Medical Center 634-4000 

➢ Ambulance 634-5899 

➢ Poison Control Center 1-800-456-7707 St. George Police 634-5000 

➢ Southwest Center (mental health) 634-5600 

➢ Washington Co. Sheriff 656-6500 

24-hour Emergency Care 

➢ Family Support Center 674-4111 

➢ Youth Crisis Center 656-6129 

➢ Dove Center 628-0458 

➢ To Report Child Abuse 652-2960 

Community Human Resources 

Adult Protective Services 1-800-371-7897 Bureau of Eligibility Services 674-3800 CASA 
volunteer program 627-0894 Child Abuse Prevention Center 1-801-393-3366 Childcare resource 
center 628-4843 Children's Justice Center 634-1134 Child Protective Services 652-2960 
Community Gang Ed 986-9776 Community Resource Center 688-4123 Division of Child and 
Family Services 652-2960 Dixie Care and Share 628-3661 Family Violence Help line 652-2960 
Fifth District Court 986-5700 Washington County Family Center 652-4725

IMPORTANT PHONE NUMBERS

Sandstone Elementary  Student Handbook                                                                                       14



Parent Communication

You may receive a text, phone or email
message from the school informing you 
of an emergency at school.

Go to the district website for updates: 
www.washk12.org

Please do not call the school as it may 
interrupt the emergency response and 
recovery efforts there.

Students will be instructed to not use 
cell phones other than to send you a 
quick text message.

1. QUICK RELEASE:
The emergency may warrant a QUICK RELEASE (such as power shut down at the school>.

Elementary and Intermediate level students will need to be picked up by their parents.  
You may pick up your child from your child’s teacher at the child’s outside door and/or 
other designated areas. Please follow signage.

Middle school students may be released on their own if they have prior approval to do so.

High school students may be released on their own, depending on the circumstances.  
There may, however, be instances in which a student may not be allowed to remove a 
vehicle from the parking lot.

2. CONTROLLED RELEASE:
The emergency may warrant a CONTROLLED RELEASE (such as school building has been 
damaged, crime scene).

Follow signs to a Check-in area.

Fill out a Parent Reunification card for each child & show photo ID.

You will be directed to a Reunification area where your child will be brought to you.

Please note that this CONTROLLED RELEASE may occur at a site other than the school.

PLEASE NOTE: Busses will probably not be running their regular routines.

How will students be released?

Everyday Safety- Checking in & 
Checking students out

All visitors are required to sign in at the 
front office of any school in Washington 
County School District.

Photo ID is required to pick up a student 
at any time other than the regular 
dismissal time.

Students will be check out only to those 
adults who have prior approval from 
parents.

Make sure the school has your contact 
information, including updated cell phone 
numbers, and the contact information of 
those adults who have your approval to 
pick up your child.
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